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From	Pastor	David	Bridges:	
	
I	am	so	grateful	for	our	church	staff.		Carmen	Garcia	keeps	our	facilities	clean	and	creates	an	
environment	 on	 our	 campus	 that	 enables	 good	 worship	 and	 important	 ministry.	 	 Shannon	
Harris	 does	 a	 superb	 job	 of	 producing	 our	 bulletins,	 handling	 the	 phones	 and	 creating	 our	
promotional	 and	 worship	 slides	 each	 Sunday	 for	 worship.	 	 And	 Joyce	 Byrne,	 our	 longest	
tenured	staff	member,	is	a	jack	of	all	trades	whose	work	in	so	many	areas	and	in	so	many	ways	
is	invaluable	beyond	measure.		Ona	Mae	Worden,	Becky	Towne,	and	Andrea	Brown	also	serve	
us	part-time	each	week	 in	 important	and	wonderful	ways.	 	 I	 could	say	so	much	more	about	
each	of	these	critical	members	of	our	staff,	but	this	being	pastor	appreciation	month,	I	want	to	
tell	you	how	deeply	I	appreciate	our	pastoral	staff.	
	
Janet	Black	 joined	our	staff	 in	2002	and	has	served	children	in	our	church	and	community	 in	
marvelous	ways.		As	you	know,	Janet	is	creative,	energetic	and	fun-loving.		But	Janet	also	has	
that	wonderful	quality	of	being	willing	to	help	almost	anyone	at	almost	any	time.	 	You’ll	see	
her	helping	with	breakfasts	in	the	summer,	all-church	retreats	in	the	fall,	Missions	Committee	
work,	and	student	ministry	trips	to	Mexico—along	with	all	her	other	duties.		I’ve	often	said	if	I	
called	 Janet	 in	 the	middle	 of	 the	night	 and	 asked	her	 to	 do	 even	 the	most	 ridiculous	 thing,	
she’d	show	up	in	a	minute,	ready	to	serve.		She	not	only	directs	our	children’s	ministries	but	is	
also	an	integral	part	of	almost	everything	that	happens	at	our	church.		These	past	few	months	
she’s	given	more	 time	 than	anyone	 to	 the	 refugee	 family	we’ve	sponsored	 through	Refugee	
Services	of	Texas.		I’m	often	amazed	at	her	tireless	labor	and	abundant	energy	(how	does	she	
do	it?).		But	what	I	love	about	her	the	most	is	that	she	looks	out	for	and	cares	for	those	who	
are	 sometimes	 ignored	 or	 excluded	 by	 others.	 She	 and	 I	 became	 friends	 playing	 softball	
together	(she	could	hit	better	than	me)	and	I’m	immensely	grateful	that	she’s	offered	her	gifts	
and	energy	to	our	church.				
	
We	hired	Bobby	Kirkpatrick	 three	months	after	 I	became	our	senior	pastor,	and	 just	a	week	
after	he	married	Shanna.		Hiring	him	was	one	of	the	best	decisions	our	church	has	ever	made.		
Bobby,	 like	 Janet,	 is	 a	 wonderful	 team	 player	 who	 helps	 in	 so	 many	 ways	 and	 in	 multiple	
ministries.		Many	of	you	know	he	was	the	Friendswood	High	School	valedictorian	and	a	physics	
major	 at	 Texas	 A&M	 (thus	 his	 unfortunate	 fanaticism	 about	 Aggie	 football).	 	 Others	 of	 you	
know	he	 is	 a	 direct	 descendant	 of	 one	 of	 the	 founders	 of	 our	 community	 and	 church.	 	 But	
more	important	than	any	of	these	characteristics	or	qualities,	he	is	someone	that	cares	deeply	
about	 living	 the	 Jesus	Way	 and	 guiding	 others	 into	 the	 life	 Jesus	 showed	 us	 and	 taught	 us	
about.		A	couple	years	ago	we	sensed	God	was	leading	Bobby	into	a	new	role	among	us,	that	
of	leading	us	in	music	at	worship,	helping	in	visitation	of	the	sick,	and	facilitating	small	groups	
and	 other	 ministries.	 	 Bobby	 has	 done	 more	 than	 we	 even	 hoped	 for	 and	 done	 it	 with	
excellence.		He’s	become	a	phenomenal	collaborator	with	me	in	ministry	and	I	thank	God	for	
his	partnership.			
	



Jason	 Porterfield	 has	 been	 a	 God-send	 to	 us	 all	 while	 he’s	 served	 as	 our	 Interim	 Pastor	 of	
Student	ministries.	 	The	 role	he	 is	 filling	until	our	next	youth	pastor	arrives	has	been	crucial	
and	he	has	fulfilled	his	duties	cheerfully	and	passionately	in	a	way	that	has	made	us	all	admire	
him	 deeply	 (he’s	 even	 designed	 our	 new	web	 site	 and	 helped	 us	make	major	 technological	
changes).	 	Having	 Jason	present	 at	 our	 staff	 gatherings	 has	 been	 a	 joy	 and	 I	 am	 immensely	
grateful	 for	his	giftedness	and	his	willingness	 to	contribute	to	our	church	 in	 this	way,	during	
this	time.			
	
Having	worked	with	many	other	churches	and	for	other	churches	in	the	past,	 I’m	aware	that	
the	way	 our	 staff	 collaborates,	 cooperates	 and	 cares	 for	 one	 another	 is	 unique.	 	We	 often	
remark	together	what	a	wonderful	place	this	is	to	work	and	what	a	great	group	of	people	God	
has	assembled	at	Friendswood	Friends	Church.	 	Thanks	to	these	above	for	their	contribution	
to	 this	 kind	 of	 a	 work	 environment,	 and	 thanks	 to	 each	 of	 you,	 who	 have	 followed	 God’s	
leading,	and	called	us	all	together.	
	
Peace,	
David	
	

	

																									 	


