
Readings for Saturday, September 12th, 2020 
 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon His 
name; make known His deeds among the peoples!  
 
People: Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all 
His wondrous works!  
 
Leader: Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of 
those who seek the LORD rejoice!  
 
People: Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His 
presence continually!  
 
Leader: Remember the wondrous works that He has 
done, His miracles, and the creative Word He 
uttered that brought life and grace into being  
 
People: We the sons and daughters of the King, His 
servants, the children He proclaimed “adopted and 
saved”, rejoice God’s chosen ones!  
 
Leader: Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men and women.”  
 
People: Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me.” 
 
Leader: Jesus said, “If anyone would come after 
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow Me.” People: Jesus said, “And whoever does 
not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of 
Me.”  
 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”  
 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. Oh give thanks to the 
LORD; call upon His name; make known His deeds 
among the nations and the peoples! 



 
 

Responsive Reading 
 

Leader: Lord Jesus, as we look on the cross that is 
ever before us, we are reminded that you put 
yourself in the place that we deserve to be. You 
chose to be broken and wounded, beaten and spat 
upon, rejected and ridiculed.  
 
People: Today, as we see our names covering the 
cross, help us to remember that you took upon 
yourself our brokenness. You did so freely and out 
of overwhelming love. You assumed my role in the 
story of death.  
 
Leader: And in doing so you faced death head on. 
You stood in the darkness; your body buckled under 
the weight of wrong, you experienced the collapse 
of life and the apparent demise of God’s plan.  
 
People: But only for a short while because after 
three days you stood up tall, you reached out your 
scarred hands and pushed back the face of death. 
You wrecked the murderous plot that had been set 
in motion all those thousands of years before. You 
changed the story, recreated the picture and won the 
race!  
 
Leader: Jesus, your triumph over ‘the end of all’ is 
spectacular! You secured a route for us to be 
victorious over the death that we deserved. You 
succeeded in clearing the road to God, that had for 
so long been blocked by our wrongs and 
selfishness.  
 
People: By agreeing to take my sin on you, Jesus, 
you have tackled the power of sin and death and 
have in its place established grace and freedom. 
Jesus, you have won, you have overcome, you have 
achieved that which I never could… full 
forgiveness and real relationship with the God who 
loves me! So, thank you Jesus! We delight in you 
and rejoice with jubilation over your triumph! 
Amen! 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever, amen. 
 
 

 
Old Testament Reading—Jeremiah 2:31-35 CEB 

 
People of this generation, listen closely to the 
Lord’s word: 
Have I been a wasteland to Israel 
    or a land of dense darkness? 
Why then do my people say, 
    “We have wandered far away; 
    we’ll come to you no longer”? 
Does a young woman forget her jewelry 
    or a bride her wedding dress? 
Yet you have forgotten me days without end! 
    So skilled are you at pursuing lovers 
        that you instruct even the most wicked. 
Your garments are stained 
    with the blood of the innocent poor, 
        even though you didn’t catch them 
        breaking and entering. 
Yet, despite all this, you still insist, 
    “I’m innocent; 
        as a result he will turn his anger away from me.” 
Because you claim not to have sinned, 
    I will pass judgment against you. 
 
 
 
 
 



New Testament Reading—1 Peter 2:1-10 CEB 
 
Therefore, get rid of all ill will and all deceit, 
pretense, envy, and slander. Instead, like a newborn 
baby, desire the pure milk of the word. Nourished 
by it, you will grow into salvation, since you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 
 
Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. 
Even though this stone was rejected by humans, 
from God’s perspective it is chosen, valuable. You 
yourselves are being built like living stones into a 
spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices that are 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
 
Thus it is written in scripture, Look! I am laying a 
cornerstone in Zion, chosen, valuable. The person 
who believes in him will never be shamed.   
 
So God honors you who believe. For those who 
refuse to believe, though, the stone the builders 
tossed aside has become the capstone. This is a 
stone that makes people stumble and a rock that 
makes them fall. Because they refuse to believe in 
the word, they stumble. Indeed, this is the end to 
which they were appointed.  
 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people who are God’s own possession. 
You have become this people so that you may speak 
of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out 
of darkness into his amazing light. Once you 
weren’t a people, but now you are God’s people. 
Once you hadn’t received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction 
 

David:  Now go with God who fuels our hopes and 
quiets our fears everywhere, always.  
 
People: We hang our lives upon God’s mercy that 
guides our steps along roads that are before us. Lord, 
we will make time for you and your Word. We will 
practice Your ways until they are part of us. We will 
rest in You and Your love. We will be your people. 
We will support one another, encourage one another, 
wait for the weak, and pick up the fallen through 
your strength and love Wherever we are, we will 
remember that You Lord always go with us. Go with 
us now, Lord, this day and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Sermon Questions for Reflection 
 

1.          What things are being torn down in your life 
or in our world?   What is the relationship between 
how we live and what happens in our world?    
2.          What new and good things might emerge if 
old things are torn down? 
3.          Have you ever experienced something that 
felt like loss and then been surprised at what good 
emerged from your experience? 
4.          What is the most challenging thing you face 
right now? 
5.          What keeps you hopeful?  What keeps you 
hopeful during this pandemic? 
 


