
Readings for Saturday, September 26th, 2020 
 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader:  Your people are gathered together in this 
place and virtually.  God, fill this place and every 
place with your Spirit’s presence and power as we 
turn our faces toward you. 
 
People:  May our actions and words be pleasing 
to God; we will rejoice in the Holy One. 
 
Leader:  Gracious and loving God, in Jesus, you 
have spoken your word to us, and because we have 
known Jesus, we have known you, God. 
 
People:  Let us trust in your Spirit, and grow so 
fully that we may do the works that Christ has 
done, and greater works than these.  May our 
actions and words be pleasing to God.  We will 
rejoice in the Holy One. 
 
Leader: Ever-present One, in wisdom you have 
made all things, and the earth is full of your 
creatures.   
 
People:  Pour out your Spirit upon all flesh and 
let the Comforter bring healing and peace to all 
who live.  May our actions and words be pleasing 
to God.  We will rejoice in the Holy One.  
 
Leader:  Holy Spirit, let your deeds of power be 
with us in this community, so that as the bible 
proclaims, “your sons and daughters may prophesy 
and your young people see visions and your old 
ones dream dreams.”   
 
People:  We rejoice that you promise to fill our 
lives in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



O Come to the Altar 
 

Verse 1 
Are you hurting and broken within? 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself? 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well? 
Jesus is calling 
 
Chorus 
O come to  
The altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness  
Was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 
Verse 2 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 
 
Bridge 
Oh what a Savior 
Isn't he wonderful 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him 
For he is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
 
Verse 3 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
 

 
Old Testament Reading—Psalm 142 CEB 

 
I cry out loud for help from the Lord. 
    I beg out loud for mercy from the Lord. 
I pour out my concerns before God; 
    I announce my distress to him. 



When my spirit is weak inside me, you still know 
my way. 
    But they’ve hidden a trap for me in the path I’m 
taking. 
Look right beside me: See? 
    No one pays attention to me. 
There’s no escape for me. 
    No one cares about my life. 
 
I cry to you, Lord, for help. 
    “You are my refuge,” I say. 
    “You are all I have in the land of the living.” 
Pay close attention to my shouting, 
    because I’ve been brought down so low! 
Deliver me from my oppressors 
    because they’re stronger than me. 
Get me out of this prison 
    so I can give thanks to your name. 
Then the righteous will gather all around me 
    because of your good deeds to me. 
 
 

Praise and Confession 
 
Leader:  Lord, you give us choices each and every 
day.  This week we have seen your path, and turned 
away from it. 
People:  We have seen our brother or sister in 
need, and we did not turn to help.  Lord, have 
mercy. 
 
Leader:  We have said cruel or unkind words, or 
refrained from saying helpful words when they 
were needed.  Lord, have mercy. 
People:  We have been critical of those who 
failed to offer us help, while ignoring our own 
apathy towards others.  Lord, have mercy.   
 
Leader:  We have used our resources, gifts from 
you, to help mostly ourselves.  Lord, have mercy.   
People:  We give you thanks that, in spite of 
ourselves, you show your love to us in many 
ways each and every day.  Lord, your love 
sustains us. 
 



Leader:  We give you thanks for life and breath 
today, for health and food to eat, and a beautiful 
world in which to live.  Lord, your love sustains us. 
People:  We give you thanks for the many people 
in our lives who love us, who care for us, whose 
presence brings us joy.  Lord, your love sustains 
us.   
 
Leader:  We give you thanks for this community of 
faith, faithful in every season, singing your praises, 
encouraging us to give our utmost to You.  Lord, 
your love sustains us.   
People:  We give you thanks for sending your 
son Jesus Christ through whose life we learn 
how to live, through whose death we learn how 
to suffer, and through whose resurrection we 
have the hope of forgiveness and eternal life.   
 
Leader:  God of grace, everything we are belongs to 
you.  Lord your love sustains us and gives us peace. 
People:  May God who began this good work in 
us be faithful to complete it to the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
  
 
New Testament Reading—Matthew 21:8-17 CEB 

 
Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. 
Others cut palm branches off the trees and spread 
them on the road. The crowds in front of him and 
behind him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up. 
“Who is this?” they asked. The crowds answered, 
“It’s the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 
Then Jesus went into the temple and threw out all 
those who were selling and buying there. He pushed 
over the tables used for currency exchange and the 
chairs of those who sold doves. He said to them, 
“It’s written, ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer.’ But you’ve made it a hideout for crooks.” 
 
People who were blind and lame came to Jesus in 
the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief 



priests and legal experts saw the amazing things he 
was doing and the children shouting in the temple, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were angry. 
They said to Jesus, “Do you hear what these 
children are saying?” 
 
“Yes,” he answered. “Haven’t you ever read, ‘From 
the mouths of babies and infants you’ve arranged 
praise for yourself?’” Then he left them and went 
out of the city to Bethany and spent the night there. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever, amen. 

 
 

Good Good Father 
 

Verse 1 
I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 
Chorus 
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 



It's who I am 
It's who I am 
 
Verse 2 
I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 
Bridge 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 
Verse 3 
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love, love, love 

 
 

Questions for Discussion 
 
1.  What needs to be transformed in you?   
 
2.  What help do you need for that transformation to 
take place? 
 
3.  What needs to be transformed in our community 
or nation?     
 
4.  How might our church act together to be a part of 
that positive change? 


