
Readings and Songs for Worship on Sunday, March 22nd, 2020 
 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Almighty, all-merciful God, 
through Christ Jesus you have taught us to love one another, 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
and even to love our enemies. 
In times of disease and fear, 
let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, 
so that we may not be overcome with evil 
but overcome evil with good. 
Help us to see each person in light of the love and grace 
you have shown us in Christ. 
Put away the nightmares of terror 
and awaken us to the dawning of your new creation. 
Establish among us a future where peace reigns, 
justice is done with mercy, and all are reconciled. 
We ask these things in the name 
and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

O Come to the Altar 
 

Verse 1 
Are you hurting and broken within 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 
Jesus is calling 
 
Chorus 
O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 
Verse 2 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 



Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 

 
Bridge 
Oh what a Savior 
Isn't he wonderful 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him 
For he is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
 
Verse 3 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 

 
 

#358 Because He Lives 
 

Verse 1 
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus; 
He came to love, heal and forgive. 
He lived and died to buy my pardon; 
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 
 
Chorus 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 
Verse 2 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 
And feel the pride and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance: 
This child can face uncertain days because He lives. 
 
Verse 3 
And then one day I’ll cross the river; 
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain. 
And then, as death gives way to vict’ry 
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He reigns. 

 
 



Psalm 103:1-13 CEB 
 

Let my whole being bless the Lord! 
Let everything inside me bless his holy name! 
Let my whole being bless the Lord 

and never forget all his good deeds: 
how God forgives all your sins, 
heals all your sickness, 
saves your life from the pit, 
crowns you with faithful love and compassion, 
and satisfies you with plenty of good things 
so that your youth is made fresh like an eagle’s. 

 
The Lord works righteousness; 

does justice for all who are oppressed. 
God made his ways known to Moses; 

made his deeds known to the Israelites. 
The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

very patient, and full of faithful love. 
God won’t always play the judge; 

he won’t be angry forever. 
He doesn’t deal with us according to our sin 

or repay us according to our wrongdoing, 
because as high as heaven is above the earth, 
that’s how large God’s faithful love is for those who honor him. 

As far as east is from west— 
that’s how far God has removed our sin from us. 

Like a parent feels compassion for their children— 
that’s how the Lord feels compassion for those who honor him. 

 
John 15:9-17 CEB 

 
As the Father loved me, I too have loved you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I kept my Father’s commandments and 
remain in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy will be in you and your joy will 
be complete. This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I don’t call you servants any longer, because servants don’t know what their 
master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because everything I heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. You didn’t choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you could 
go and produce fruit and so that your fruit could last. As a result, whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he will give you. I give you these commandments so that you can love each other. 
 



Sermon Text—Psalm 77 
 

I cry out loud to God— 
    out loud to God so that he can hear me! 
During the day when I’m in trouble I look for my Lord. 
At night my hands are still outstretched and don’t grow numb; 
    my whole being[a] refuses to be comforted. 
I remember God and I moan. 
    I complain, and my spirit grows tired. Selah 
You’ve kept my eyelids from closing. 
    I’m so upset I can’t even speak. 
I think about days long past; 
    I remember years that seem an eternity in the past. 
I meditate with my heart at night;[b] 
    I complain, and my spirit keeps searching: 
“Will my Lord reject me forever? 
    Will he never be pleased again? 
Has his faithful love come to a complete end? 
    Is his promise over for future generations? 
Has God forgotten how to be gracious? 
    Has he angrily stopped up his compassion?” Selah 
It’s my misfortune, I thought, 
    that the strong hand of the Most High is different now. 
But I will remember the Lord’s deeds; 
    yes, I will remember your wondrous acts from times long past. 
I will meditate on all your works; 
    I will ponder your deeds. 
God, your way is holiness! 
    Who is as great a god as you, God? 
You are the God who works wonders; 
    you have demonstrated your strength among all peoples. 
With your mighty arm you redeemed your people; 
    redeemed the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah 
The waters saw you, God— 
    the waters saw you and reeled! 
        Even the deep depths shook! 
The clouds poured water, 
    the skies cracked thunder; 
        your arrows were flying all around! 
The crash of your thunder was in the swirling storm; 
    lightning lit up the whole world; 
        the earth shook and quaked. 
Your way went straight through the sea; 
    your pathways went right through the mighty waters. 



        But your footprints left no trace! 
You led your people like sheep 
    under the care of Moses and Aaron. 

 
 

Another In The Fire 
 

Verse 1 
There's a grace when the heart is under fire 
Another way when the walls are closing in 
And when I look at the space between 
Where I used to be and this reckoning 
I know I will never be alone 
 
Chorus 1 
There was another in the fire 
Standing next to me 
There was another in the waters 
Holding back the seas 
And should I ever need reminding 
Of how I've been set free 
There is a cross that bears the burden 
Where another died for me 
There is another in the fire 
 
Verse 2 
All my debt left for dead beneath the waters 
I'm no longer a slave to my sin anymore 
And should I fall in the space between 
What remains of me and this reckoning 
Either way I won't bow to the things of this world 
And I know I will never be alone 
 
Chorus 2 
There is another in the fire 
Standing next to me 
There is another in the waters 
Holding back the seas 
And should I ever need reminding 
What power set me free 
There is a grave that holds no body 
And now that power lives in me 
 
 



Tag 
There is another in the fire oh 
 
Bridge 
And I can see the light in the darkness 
As the darkness bows to Him 
I can hear the roar in the heavens 
As the space between wears thin 
I can feel the ground shake beneath us 
As the prison walls cave in 
Nothing stands between us 
Nothing stands between (us) 
 
Verse 3 
There is no other name 
But the Name that is Jesus 
He who was and still is 
And will be through it all 
So come what may in the space between 
All the things unseen and this reckoning 
I know I will never be alone 
I know I will never be alone 
 
Chorus 3 
There'll be another in the fire 
Standing next to me 
There'll be another in the waters 
Holding back the seas 
And should I ever need reminding 
How good You’ve been to me 
I'll count the joy come ev'ry battle 
'Cause I know that's where You'll be 
 
 

Benediction.  Prayer for Pandemic—by Dr. Cameron. 
 

Lord, may we who are merely inconvenienced, Remember those whose lives are at stake 
May we who have few risk factors, Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have had to cancel our trips, remember those that have no safe place to go. 
 



May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.  
  
And Go with God, who fuels our hopes and quiets our fears.  Always. Everywhere.   


